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February 9, 2011

Honorable chalr Murphy and Mcmbers of the Senate Judlclary commlttea:

Fergus county would like to go on the record h $trong opposition of sB 17 & 16,

Fergus County cornmlssioners havc the ultlmate responslblllty for th6 constfucton,
maintenance and repnlr of the counly Jall, as well as belng responslble for rhe flscal soondness
and the safety and wrlfsre of those Incarcerated In our counryJall.

None of thasa thlngs change wlth SB's 17 & 18. Comfiissioners will silll bear the full
rcsponslblllty when thlngs go wrong, These two billg ossantlally glve full autonorny to an
elected Sherlff end release them of any aciountabiltry, rerponsibility or lhblllty.

These bills would be incredibly drffimental to all local governmenr relalonshlpr3,g Ouf county
has an open and fully prrticipatory relationship betwaen all elocted qfflcials, including the
5heriff. Pessage sf thesa bllls would signiflcrntly damage thar cooperauvc effort.

These bills will lncrease the cost of dolng buslness at tha local level because of thc addltlonal
level of rlsk management whlsh would be requlrad to cover the llablllry of a department thst
has no overslght and would be functloninE free from responslbility to the raxpEyers. There is a
qucstion as to whether thcse independerrt Sheriffs dep€rtmcnts would be able to flnd
affordable lnsurence coveragg forthe property,llablllty, automobllcs, errors end omlsslons, etc.

Fergus County would rcspectfirlly request that thls commlfiee to tablc SB's 17 & 1g and ssslst
us In worklng towards rastoring the partnershlp 8t all levels of GovernmenL

Sinccrely,

CarlSellstad, Chalr
Fergus County Commisslonors

Carl Seilstad
Ken Ronish
John Jensen


